162       ENGLISH POLITICAL THEORY
classic statement of group-theory from the lawyer's
point of view. Again the Churchmen, with a taste for
Disestablishment, realized the importance of group-
personality for their own religious corporations. This
aspect had been elaborated by one of the best read and
most thoughtful of modern social theorists, Dr. Figgis,
whose Churches in the Modern State was a strong
plea for real, living, and self-determining groups within
the State. Again, the Socialism of the 'eighties and
'nineties has been abruptly challenged by the younger
opponents of capitalism on similar grounds.
The new Socialism did not object to the art-and-
craft Socialism of William Morris, who had harnessed a
vigorous medievalism to the nascent Labour movement,
had preached that beauty is truth, truth beauty in the
economic as well as in the political sphere, and had thus
sought, rather vaguely but very heartily, to recon-
stitute society on a basis of fine production for common
use.    Indeed, the new Socialism of the National Guilds-
men derived much from Morris, for its prophets were
eager to graft his moral and aesthetic idealism on to
the structure of bread-and-butter Trade Unionism.   Nor
did the young reformers and revolutionaries object to
the sentimental and ethical Socialism of Keir Hardie,
Lansbury, and others.    Continental Socialists, who like
to be called ' scientific * because they treat this creed as
a combination of economic formulae and bring the
impulsive  irrational  human   will  beneath  a  solemn
algebra of politics, have never fully understood the
simple, moral intuitonism of the working-class Labour
leaders in Britain.   These latter have distrusted an
elaborate theory of the State, and their Socialism has
been an effort to translate into practical political issues
the  commands  of  the  New  Testament.   When the
Continentals think of  abstractions like the proletariat,